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hind the white proprietors in industrial or domestic
methods, and numbered not above 50,000 persons.
With them, this story of the Jesuit missions has little
to do; the Louisiana mission, an offshoot of that of
New France, did faithful work here, but the docu-
mentary result was neither as interesting nor as pro-
lific, and necessarily occupies but small space in the
present series.

IV. The Dakotah, or Sioux, family occupied for
the most part the country beyond the Mississippi.
They were and are a fierce, high-strung people, genu-
ine nomads, and war appears to have been their chief
occupation. The Jesuits worked among them but in
slight measure, on the waters of the Upper Missis-
sippi; they met this family chiefly in the persons
of the Winnebagoes, one of their outlying bands,
which at the time of the French occupation was resi-
dent on and about Green Bay of Lake Michigan, at
peace and in confederacy with the Algonkins who
hedged them about.

The mission of the French Jesuits to these widely-
scattered hordes of savages forms one of the most
thrilling chapters in human history. It is impos-
sible, in this brief Introduction, to attempt anything
more than the barest outline of the theme; Roche-
monteix, Shea, and Parkman have told the story in
detail, from differing points of view, and with these
authorities the student of the following documents in
the case is presumed to be familiar. A rapid sum-
mary of results will, however, be useful; and this we
may best obtain, at the expense of occasional repeti-
tion of marrative, by following the fortunes of the
pioneers of the Cross through the several district
missions into which their work was naturally divided.



